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to encourage and inspire those of their countrymen who are
now living exiled in France, Britain, and the United States.
It may be observed in passing that, as old-fashioned mon-
archists are sometimes rather shocked by the progressive
views of their young leader, there seems little fear that his
restoration would lead to an outburst of reaction. The only
enduring answer to the pagan outlook of the Third Reich
lies in the Christian faith, so a Catholic king, set in the midst
of Central Europe after the war, would act as a rallying
poinj, for those spiritual forces .which, driven underground as
they are to-day, can still save the soul of the Germanic
people.

The restoration of the Habsburgs and the rebirth of
Vienna as a centre of Christian culture might well have still
more far-reaching effects in course of time. It is possible that
from Bavaria to Prague there would arise a desire for eco-
nomic union upon federal lines, although it would be fatal
for the victorious Allies forcibly to impose any such scheme
upon Central Europe, The peoples themselves have got to
work out their own destiny, yet the system that exists with-
in the British Commonwealth of free nations provides an
example which a Central European Empire might take to
heart, if, on the one hand, certain States were prepared t6
sacrifice some small degree of their sovereignty in the in-
terests of mutual security, and if, on the other hand, the ruler
of the key State, Austria, was equally prepared to give com-
plete autonomy and political liberty to any people, however
small, which voluntarily came into the union. Under these
conditions the Western Powers would be well advised to en-
courage warmly a free Austrian Empire and, if federal union
were successful in one part of Europe, it might easily spread
to other quarters. The experience of the present war may
teach the Scandinavian countries that some form of union
would be more likely to ensure their peaceful development
in face of danger than individual protestations of neutrality,
while States like Hungary and Slovakia could either join the
Austrian combination or, as an alternative, link their for-
tunes with those of Poland, Further problems would arise
regarding the relationship of Italy to Jugoslavia and South-